
We would like offers to 

help spray the area 

using knapsacks as soon 

as possible. Please let 

Sharon or Ann know if 

you can help with this. 

Kindergarten will 

provide the spray and 

knapsack if you do not 

have one.  

Once the area is 

sprayed, we intend to 

cover the whole area 

with old/used 100% 

Wool carpet. 

Donations of house lots 

of woolen carpet would 

be much appreciated.   

We are in the process 

of applying for financial 

grants to fund the 

development of the 

paddock behind 

kindergarten. In 

partnership with St 

Johns Church we plan 

to plant the hill with 

native trees and shrubs. 

We have a concept plan 

including wooden and 

limestone walkways, 

with seating. You can 

view the plan on the 

wall at kindergarten. It 

is planned that we will 

use this lovely nature 

area with our children.  

Trees have been 

cleared from the 

section. The next step 

is to spray the grass 

(several times) in 

preparation for 

mulching with bark 

chips.  

To celebrate this special time of 

the year we hosted a Matariki 

Puppet Show. All kindergarten 

families were invited to come 

and enjoy a sausage sizzle lunch 

before the show.  

We met puppet ôNanõ sharing 

her knowledge about Matariki 

with her mokopuna Aroha. 

This show included Waiata and 

Legends about the stars. 

The Paddock behind our 

kindergarten  

St Johns Church Paddock 
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òThe Enviroschools 

kaupapa is one 

that calls us to 

muster as much 

knowledge, caring 

and energy as we 

can to help us 

create a more 

sustainable, 

healthy, peaceful 

and beautiful 

futureó.  

Waipawa Kindergarten Vision Statement and 

Enviroschools kaupapa   

òKai CarrieróñPromotion 

Our Journey towards ôSilverõ 
Last year in conjunction with 

the HB Regional Council and 

Enviroschool Foundation, our 

Waipawa Teaching team, 

children and parents reflected 

together on our 

environmental sustainability 

practices. In August 2014 we 

celebrated with community 

when we became a ôBronze 

Enviroschoolõ and unveiled 

the sign on front of our 

kindergarten.  

Our aim is to maintain and 

build on the positive 

sustainable practices 

identified. In doing so, our 

goal is to become a ôSilver 

Enviroschoolõ. 

We continue to showcase 

our daily practices, recorded 

on the wall display by the 

daily notice board. We 

encourage our kindergarten 

parents/whǕnau to take a 

look at our recorded stories 

and talk with children about 

their own participation and 

knowledge.  

Committing to being an 

Enviroschool means always 

considering our daily 

practices (things that we do) 

with regard to respecting and 

caring for our environment 

and people long term.  

We encourage recycling and 

re-using. We use eco-friendly 

soaps and cleaning products. 

We encourage the use of 

washable/reusable containers 

in lunch boxes, which reduces 

the use of plastic food wraps. 

We learn about growing food 

and caring for the soil in 

which it grows. We have 

become very good worm 

farmers.   

boxes. They allow you to 

make nutritious food free of 

additives, preservatives and 

excess sugar and serve it in a 

convenient way. 

They are an eco-friendly 

product that can be used over 

and over again. 

Kai Carrier are BPA, 

Phthalate and PVC free 

making them safe for your 

Sue has researched 

the possibility of our 

kindergarten families 

purchasing Kai 

Carrier pouches at 

competitive prices if 

they wish.  Kai 

Carrier are reusable 

food pouches that 

can be filled with 

homemade food for 

kindergarten lunch 

family. They are also 

dishwasher safe making 

cleaning easy and can also be 

stored in the freezer.  

Help reduce our carbon 

footprint by sending less 

waste to landfill by using a  

product that is reusable and 

recyclable.  

Samples will soon be arriving 

at kindergarten. Watch this 

space J. 

 

Enviroschools has a 

kaupapa of creating a 

healthy, peaceful, 

sustainable world through 

people teaching and 

learning together. These 

two statements 

compliment each other. 

MǕori perspectives and 

knowledge of the 

environment offer insights 

unique to the culture with 

the longest history of 

human interaction with 

this country. Including 

Maori perspectives in our 

kindergarten learning 

enriches the process, and 

honours the status of 

indigenous people in 

Aotearoa/New Zealand.  

Waipawa Kindergartenõs 

Teaching team vision isñ 

òBuilding a community 

that nurtures and 

protects our most 

precious taonga -  

our children and our 

planetó. 

 

W A I P A W A  K I N D E R G A R T E N  

Reusable 

food 

containers 

help to 

reduce 

waste in 

the landfill  

CŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǝƎŜǊ 

ǿƻǊƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǎƘǊŜŘŘŜŘ ǇŀǇŜǊ 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ 

ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŎǊŀǇǎΦ  



Our Vegetable Garden 
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It was great for our tamariki to 

learn about and experience the 

planting and growing cycle of the 

pumpkins. The donated seeds 

from Zoeõs mum were planted 

into trays last September. We 

cared for them and in October we 

planted them into 

the soil in the back 

garden. They grew 

and grew over the 

summer months. 

Now it is Autumn 

and they are ready 

to eat. We saved 

some seeds to dry 

and use, so we can begin the cycle 

again.  Lucy took responsibility for 

feeding the peelings to our tiger 

worms, and while she was there 

she fertilized the lettuce seedlings 

with the worm wees. 

One of our practices has 

prompted a hasty review. We are 

an Enviroschool, yet we served 

soup in polystyrene cups with 

plastic spoons...NO WAY!! We 

will purchase durable mugs and 

spoons that will be  washed and 

reused. 

will give us a meaningful talking 

point. It is hoped that this will 

create conversations with 

children, teachers and families 

around how we can reduce waste 

at kindergarten and also in our 

homes.  

Facilitated by Haana Wilcox (our 

HB Regional Council 

Enviroschools Facilitator), we 

hope to visit the Landfill on Farm 

Road next term. It will be an 

opportunity for us all to see for 

ourselves the huge amount of 

waste created by our community.  

In conjunction with this bus trip 

we will conduct a waste audit of 

our kindergarten rubbish/waste 

with our children. This measure 

the environment and community. 

Learning for sustainability and 

empowering students are two of 

the Guiding Principles of the 

Enviroschools Kaupapa Ako. Each 

Autumn the children and teachers 

gather the leaves that fall from our 

beautiful trees. We bag these up 

and store them until December. 

During this time the recycled 

leaves break down and produce an 

amazing mulch which we spread 

over our vegetable and flower 

gardens before we leave for our 

long summer break.  

At Waipawa Kindergarten we are 

mindful of constantly facilitating 

connections with nature and 

fostering a sense of belonging to 

Preparing 

the 

pumpkin 

for soup  

Autumn Leaves are collected 

Planned landfill visit 

There is no much thing as 

rubbish. Itõs just stuff thatõs in 

the wrong place!  

We want our children 

to learn about healthy 

eating through 

responsive and 

reciprocal relationships 

(hands on experiences), 

through growing, 

harvesting, preparing 

and eating foods grown 

and nurtured by them 

in our kindergarten 

vegetable garden. 

Being part of 

Enviroschools supports 

this.  

          Tawhirimatea ñthe wind  



Two of our meetings were 

hosted at our local Mataweka 

Marae, down Tapairu Road.  

Last week they attended a 3 day 

overnight wananga at Matahiwi 

Marae in Clive. The focus of this 

was Enviroschools MǕori 

perspectives. 

Sharon and Ann are part of the 

Heretaunga Kindergartenõs 

Enviroschool Leadership team. 

This involves regular meetings 

with other kindergarten 

teachers, regional Enviroschool 

Facilitator Haana Wilcox and 

Coordinator Sally Chandler. 

 

Enviroschools Training 

Matahiwi Marae ñMǕori 

Perspectives 3 day Wananga  
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Can you help us? 


