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há~=çê~=âçìíçì 
The	theme	for	this	Term	3	newsle0er	is	Empowering	Children.	

I’ve	been	struck	by	the	mo:va:on	and	enthusiasm	of	your	
Envirogroups	and	students	this	term.	Find	in	this	newsle0er	some	
inspiring	case	studies	and	top	:ps	for	ensuring	your	children	are	
par:cipa:ng	in	a	genuine	way.	

Nga	mihi	nui,	

Zoe	Watson	

RÉîáëÉÇ=qÜÉãÉ=^êÉ~=i~ìåÅÜ=
kÉï=RÉëçìêÅÉë=ÉñéäçêÉÇ=`ç~ëí=táÇÉ=
Enviroschools	have	revamped	the	Theme	Areas	and	have	a	

new	Kit	to	house	them	all.	Zero	Waste	&	Water	of	Life	are	the	
first	off	the	press	with	Living	Landscapes,	Energy!	&	Ecological	
Buildings	to	come.	Much	care,	collabora:on	and	considera:on	
has	gone	into	these	gems.	Each	theme	area	has	an	easy-to-use	
liK	out	booklet	and	follows	with	inspiring	case	studies	(featuring	
two	West	Coast	schools!)	at	ECE,	primary,	and	secondary	level.	

Teachers	KrisAne	Hickford	and	Jennith	Oakley	perusing	the	new	Theme	

RÉÖáçå~ä=båîáêçÖêçìé=^Åíáçå=a~ó=
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During	May,	the	inaugural	West	Coast	Regional	Envirogroup	
Ac:on	Day	was	held	at	the	Conserva:on	Volunteers	NZ	(CVNZ)	
site	in	Barrytown.	There	were	over	80	par:cipants,	including	the	
Envirogroup,	teachers,	and	parents	from	7	West	Coast	
Enviroschools.	The	theme	for	the	day	was	biodiversity.	Tai	Pou:ni	
Polytechnic	(TPP)	second	year	outdoor	educa:on	students	and	
CVNZ	staff	conducted	suppor:ng	ac:vi:es	to	this	topic.	While	
plan:ng	over	520	na:ve	trees,	children	learnt	the	skills	necessary	
to	propagate,	plant,	and	look	aKer	na:ve	plan:ngs.	TPP	students	
ran	experien:al	ac:vi:es	in	 three	different	eco-zones	-	
the	nikau	scenic	reserve,	a	 wetland,	and	a	coastal	area.	
The	aKernoon	was	spent	 planning	how	 to	apply	
what	they’ve	learnt	back	 at	their	 school	and	
in	their	community.	

“f=äÉ~êåí=ëç=ãìÅÜK=f=
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-	St	Canice’s	student

The Theme Areas support the ‘Identify the Current 
Situation’ part of the Action Learning Cycle. This is the main 
tool to help plan and carry out a student-led project. Voila! 

Student empowerment!

	Above:	Envirogroup	children	mucking	in	at	Barrytown.

“Achieving empowered students requires adults to treat 
young people’s opinions seriously & to employ student-
centred teaching & learning strategies such as enquiry 
learning, action research & experiential learning.” p.9 

Enviroschools Handbook
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A	successful	applica:on	to	WWF	has	allowed	Conserva:on	
Volunteers	New	Zealand	(CVNZ)	to	construct	na:ve	tree	
nurseries	at	4	West	Coast	Enviroschools.	Zoe	is	working	with	
these	schools	to	find	ways	to	make	the	most	of	this	
opportunity	–	finding	links	to	the	NZ	Curriculum,	integra:ng	
with	the	newly	revised	Enviroschools	Living	Landscapes		&	
Water	for	Life	theme	areas,	and	working	with	the	
Envirogroups	to	use	the	Ac:on	Learning	Cycle	to	plan,	
design,	and	implement	the	best	nursery	design	for	their	
school.	CVNZ	will	support	schools	with	the	gathering	of	seed,	
propaga:on,	plan:ng,	and	maintenance	of	na:ve	plants	in	
their	local	environment.	Selected	schools	have	a0ended	an	
ini:al	cluster	mee:ng	to	plan	how	to	empower	students,	
and	integrate	and	embed	this	learning.	Construc:on	of	
nurseries	will	commence	in	Term	3.		

Above:	CVNZ	Nursery	at	ReeLon	Area	School

få=íÜÉ=båîáêçåãÉåí=pÉêáÉë===
al`=bÇìÅ~íáçå=RÉëçìêÅÉë=
The	next	three	resources	in	the	Department	of	

ConservaAon	series	are	available	online.	These	are	user	
friendly	and	full	of	great	ideas	to	support	your	tamariki	to	
engage	in	their	local	environment.	The	three	new	topics	are	
naAve	trees,	plants	pests	and	animal	pests	adding	to	the	
previous	resources	on	exploring	your	local	environment,	
birds,	and	invertebrates	.	Check	them	out	and	share	with	
your	staff.	doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservaAon-
educaAon/resources/

hçâ~í~ÜáJhçïÜáíáê~åÖá=pÅÜççä==
mêçàÉÅíW=RÉÅóÅäáåÖ=_áåë=
This	ar:cle	was	wri0en	by	Envirogroup	students,	Olivia	&	

Emily.	
As	an	Enviro	School,	we	have	decided	to	create	some	

recycling	bins	for	each	class.	We	are	going	to	do	this	by	using	
tyres,	and	posters.	These	recycling	bins	will	help	with	saving	
money	and	the	environment.	Here	is	a	summary	of	how	and	
why	we	will	do	it.	
We	are	designing	a	recycling	bin	instead	of	buying	one.	The	

way	we	are	doing	it	is	using	the	tyres	to	create	a	bin	and	the	
posters	are	for	telling	people	what	can	go	in	the	bins.		
We’ve	recently	created	a	roster	for	our	compost,	so	if	

you’re	the	monitor	then	you	have	to	sit	beside	the	compost	
bin	to	make	sure	people	are	puAng	the	correct	food	scraps	
in.	There	has	been	a	leBer	that	has	gone	out	about	the	
recycling	programme	for	parents.	This	is	to	ask	parents	to	
volunteer	to	take	the	recycling	into	town	with	them.	

Below:	Kokatahi-KowhiArangi	Envirogroup	geared	up	for	acAon!

cìåÇáåÖ=^ééäáÅ~íáçåë===
Need	some	dosh	to	bring	some	of	your	vision	map	

projects	to	life?	There	are	some	great	funding	pools	-	
check	out	this	list	on	the	Enviroschools	website.	
enviroschools.org.nz/in_your_region/wellington/
funding-opportuniAes	
ReeLon	Area	School’s	Envirogroup	recently	put	

together	a	top-notch	applica:on	for	a	Treemendous	
School	Makeover	-	you	can	check	it	out	here.	
drive.google.com/RASfundingapplicaAon	

http://www.enviroschools.org.nz/in_your_region/wellington/funding-opportunities
http://www.enviroschools.org.nz/in_your_region/wellington/funding-opportunities
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2OnXVkmtszrenpiYzZFWm5sZzg/view?usp=sharing
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/resources/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/resources/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/resources/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/resources/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/resources/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-education/resources/
http://www.enviroschools.org.nz/in_your_region/wellington/funding-opportunities
http://www.enviroschools.org.nz/in_your_region/wellington/funding-opportunities
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B2OnXVkmtszrenpiYzZFWm5sZzg/view?usp=sharing


ConservaAon	Month	
September	
A	great	way	to	follow	on	&	strengthen	your	
learning	from	the	Envirogroup	Ac:on	Day.	
doc.govt.nz/geAng-involved/conservaFon-
acFviFes	
teara.govt.nz/en/conserva:on-a-history	

Predator	Control	
July/August	
Learn	about	exisi:ng	predator	control	
methods	in	your	area.		
predatorfreenz.org	
doc.govt.nz/our-work/predator-free-new-

World	Rivers	Day	
27	September	
A	great	excuse	to	pull	out	the	new	‘Water	for	
Life’	theme	area	and	get	busy!	
worldriversday.com/resources	
doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/freshwater	

qÉêã=P=`~äÉåÇ~ê=
pìëí~áå~Äáäáíó=ÉîÉåíë=~åÇ=~Åíáçåë=íç=ëìééçêí

Fair	Trade	Fortnight	
4	-	17	August	
Trade	up	your	staff	room	coffee	and	tea	for	ethical	
op:ons.	
fairtrade.org.nz/en-nz/get-involved/our-
campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight	

Junk	to	Funk	
Closes	11	Aug,	HokiFka	
The	theme	for	this	years	arty	extravaganza	is	
rain.	Check	out	their	Facebook	page	for	more	
details	facebook.com/hoki:kajunk2funk/	

Habitat	Heroes	2017	
18	April	to	29	September	
Habitat	Heroes	encourages	young	people	to	explore	a	
local	natural	environment	and	think	about	how	they	
can	make	a	difference.	For	informa:on,	teaching	&	
learning	resources,	and	to	enter	the	compe::on	visit		
www.doc.govt.nz/habitatheroes	

http://www.doc.govt.nz/habitatheroes
http://doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/conservation-activities
http://doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/conservation-activities
http://teara.govt.nz/en/conservation-a-history
http://fairtrade.org.nz/en-nz/get-involved/our-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight
http://fairtrade.org.nz/en-nz/get-involved/our-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight
http://predatorfreenz.org
http://doc.govt.nz/our-work/predator-free-new-zealand-2050
http://fairtrade.org.nz/en-nz/get-involved/our-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight
http://fairtrade.org.nz/en-nz/get-involved/our-campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight
http://doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/conservation-activities
http://doc.govt.nz/getting-involved/conservation-activities
http://teara.govt.nz/en/conservation-a-history
http://predatorfreenz.org
http://doc.govt.nz/our-work/predator-free-new-zealand-2050
http://worldriversday.com/resources
http://doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/freshwater
https://www.facebook.com/hokitikajunk2funk/
https://www.facebook.com/hokitikajunk2funk/
http://worldriversday.com/resources
http://doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/freshwater
http://www.doc.govt.nz/habitatheroes
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You	can	find	this	table	on	page	49	of	the	Enviroschools	Handbook.	
This	is	great	to	get	up	on	the	wall	of	the	staffroom	and	to	reflect	on	

regularly	with	staff	with	where	you	are	at.	Ask	the	kids	too!

péçííÉÇ>=
HokiAka	Primary	School	staff	are	
refreshing	their	understanding	of	
the	Guiding	Principles.	This	snap	
was	taken	in	their	staff	room	and	
shows	their	group	defini:on	of	
Empowered	Children.	Make	sure	
you	build	this	vocabulary	and	
understanding	with	children	also.	

He	taonga	te	
mokopuna,	kia	
whangaia,	kia	
1pu,	kia	rea	

A	child	is	a	
treasure,	to	
be	
nurtured,	
to	grow,	to	
flourish.

Enviroschools	West	Coast	c/-	WestREAP,	72	Tudor	Street,	Hoki:ka	7810	
P	+64	3	755	8700	|	F	+64	3	755	8237|	E	zoe.watson@enviroschools.org.nz	


