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Kia ora koutou

The theme for this Term 3 newsletter is Empowering Children.
I've been struck by the motivation and enthusiasm of your
Envirogroups and students this term. Find in this newsletter some
inspiring case studies and top tips for ensuring your children are
participating in a genuine way.
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Nga mihi nui,

Zoe Watson

“Achieving empowered students requires adults to treat
young people’s opinions seriously & to employ student-
centred teaching & learning strategies such as enquiry
learning, action research & experiential learning.” p.9
Enviroschools Handbook

Above: Envirogroup children mucking in at Barrytown.

Regional Envirogroup Action Day
Taking Action for Biodiversity

During May, the inaugural West Coast Regional Envirogroup
Action Day was held at the Conservation Volunteers NZ (CVNZ)
site in Barrytown. There were over 80 participants, including the
Envirogroup, teachers, and parents from 7 West Coast
Enviroschools. The theme for the day was biodiversity. Tai Poutini
Polytechnic (TPP) second year outdoor education students and
CVNZ staff conducted supporting activities to this topic. While
planting over 520 native trees, children learnt the skills necessary
to propagate, plant, and look after native plantings. TPP students

ran experiential activities in hree different eco-zones -
the nikau scenic reserve,a wetland, and a coastal area.
Teachers Kristine Hickford and Jennith Oakley perusing the new Theme The afternoon was spent planning how to apply
. what they’ve learnt back * attheir & schooland
Revised Theme Area Launch in their community. . _\\\
New Resources explored Coast Wide > A
Enviroschools have revamped the Theme Areas and have a . i . =
new Kit to house them all. Zero Waste & Water of Life are the ! learn,t SO r,n uch. | = S
first off the press with Living Landscapes, Energy! & Ecological couldn’t believe that s‘\ N 3

Buildings to come. Much care, collaboration and consideration over 90% of our
has gone into these gems. Each theme area has an easy-to-use Wetlands have
lift out booklet and follows with inspiring case studies (featuring i v
two West Coast schools!) at ECE, primary, and secondary level. been drained.
- St Canice’s student

The Theme Areas support the ‘Identify the Current
Situation’ part of the Action Learning Cycle. This is the main

tool to help plan and carry out a student-led project. Voila!
Student empowerment!




Native Nurseries for Schools
Forming Partnerships

A successful application to WWF has allowed Conservation
Volunteers New Zealand (CVNZ) to construct native tree
nurseries at 4 West Coast Enviroschools. Zoe is working with
these schools to find ways to make the most of this
opportunity — finding links to the NZ Curriculum, integrating
with the newly revised Enviroschools Living Landscapes &
Water for Life theme areas, and working with the
Envirogroups to use the Action Learning Cycle to plan,
design, and implement the best nursery design for their
school. CVNZ will support schools with the gathering of seed,
propagation, planting, and maintenance of native plants in
their local environment. Selected schools have attended an
initial cluster meeting to plan how to empower students,
and integrate and embed this learning. Construction of
nurseries will commence in Term 3.

Above: CVNZ Nursery at Reefton Area School

In the Environment Series

DOC Education Resources

The next three resources in the Department of
Conservation series are available online. These are user
friendly and full of great ideas to support your tamariki to
engage in their local environment. The three new topics are
native trees, plants pests and animal pests adding to the
previous resources on exploring your local environment,
birds, and invertebrates . Check them out and share with

your staff. doc.govt.nz/get-involved/conservation-
education/resources/

Treemendous
School Makeover

Reefton Area School (RAS)

Audo fle of “Dawn Chorus with tui in the foreground”,
Depariment of Conservation
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Kokatahi-Kowhitirangi School

Project: Recycling Bins

This article was written by Envirogroup students, Olivia &
Emily.

As an Enviro School, we have decided to create some
recycling bins for each class. We are going to do this by using
tyres, and posters. These recycling bins will help with saving
money and the environment. Here is a summary of how and
why we will do it.

We are designing a recycling bin instead of buying one. The
way we are doing it is using the tyres to create a bin and the
posters are for telling people what can go in the bins.

We’ve recently created a roster for our compost, so if
you’re the monitor then you have to sit beside the compost
bin to make sure people are putting the correct food scraps
in. There has been a letter that has gone out about the
recycling programme for parents. This is to ask parents to
volunteer to take the recycling into town with them.

Below: Kokatahi-Kowhitirangi Envirogroup geared up for action!
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Term 3 Calendar

Sustainability events and actions to support

Predator Control

July/August

Learn about exisiting predator control
methods in your-area.

- predatorfreenz.org
doc.govt.nz/our-work/predator-free-new-

Junk to Funk
Closes 11'Aug, Hokitika

The theme for this years arty extravaganza is

rain. Check out their Facebook page for more

details facebook.comzhokitikaiunkaunkz
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Conservation Month

September :

A great way to follow on & strengthen your

learning from the Envirogroup Action Day.
.govt.nz, ing-involv nservation-

teara.govt.nz/en/conservation-a-history

ALL ABOUT POVERTY

Fair Trade Fortnight 3

4 -17 August

Trade up your staff room coffee and tea for ethical
options. .
fairtrade.org.nz/en-nz/get-involved/our-
campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight

World Rivers Day

27 September

A great excuse to pull out the new ‘Water for
Life’ theme area and get busy!
worldriversday.com/resources
doc.govt.nz/nature/habitats/freshwater

Habitat Heroes 2017

18 April to 29 September

Habitat Heroes encourages young people to explore a
local natural environment and think about how they
can make a difference. For information, teaching &
learning resources, and to enter the competition visit -
www.doc.govt.nz/habitatheroes
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Different Types of
Participation by Children

You can find this table on page 49 of the Enviroschools Handbook.
This is great to get up on the wall of the staffroom and to reflect on
regularly with staff with where you are at. Ask the kids too!
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This is the lowest and least form of participation. It

is characterised by adults using children in order to
achieve their own goals and purposes without informing
or involving children in anyway.

Manpulahon
Deception

In this situation children are often decorated either in
costumes, clothes or banners, to promote a cause or
message. Or they are used to decorate a situation that
they have no understanding of by simply being present.

Decoration

At this level children usually have a high profile and
appear to be involved. However, the reality is that the
projects are adult designed and run with no scope for
children's views to contribute to the process. Tokenism
is often carried out by adults who want to involve young
people but have not yet considered all the factors.

Tokenism

Non - Participation

Assigned and
informed
Social mobilisation

Young people are used to carry adults’ messages, but
they are informed of the message and feel ownership.
Their participation should be voluntary. Intemational
development agencies often used this approach.

Young people are invited to participate in a decision-
making process where they have no input into the
design and implementation, but they understand the
process, the issues and participate willingly. Their
opinions are treated seriously.

Consulted and
informed

Participation /Non-

Adult-initiated,
shared decisions
with children

Children are involved, to some degree, in the entire
process of a project that is set up by adults. Discussion
about the limitations of the project is made clear early
on so children fully understand why certain options are
not avallable.

Child-initiated and
child-directed.
Children in charge

Children initiate, direct, make decisions and determine
the outcomes for an activity. Children work co-
operatively and collaboratively to implement an activity
and continue to make the ‘rules’ and decisions that
govern others' participation in the activity.

Child-initiated,
shared decisions
with adults

Children initiate an action or activity and as part of their
process seek adult support and/or collaboration to
achieve their goal. Here young people have sufficient
trust with adults to believe that their views will be
respected and be given useful feedback. Children in
this situation understand and value the opinions of
others to aid their decision-making processes.

Shared
decision-making

Activities initiated by either children or adults that are
then developed co-operatively and collaboratively with
all participants having equal decision-making power.
Effort is made to include all community members

* without one group dominating over another.

TOI MATA

;FQUNDATJON

BULLER

WEsTL.AND

-

Adult designed and
organised gardens planted
by children and then claimed
to be “children’s gardens’.

A child reads a poem written
by somebody else as part
of a performance without
understanding the issue
being promoted.

Students being selected for
children’s councll by teachers
and not given the opportunity
1o consult with their peers,
but they are expected to
represent student opinion.

‘Clean up the world' days
where adults address and
organise children, who
then clean up a section of
highway.

Surveying for student opinion
on the need for a new park
or playground and what the
park might include.

He taonga te
mokopuna, kia
whangaia, kia
tipu, kia rea

Design and implementation
of a worm farm or compost
bin by students in a school to
deal with organic waste.

Children making a house
under trees and bushes, or
indoors with tables, chairs
and blankets.

A child is a
treasure, to
be
nurtured,
to grow, to
flourish.

« Caring for an injured animal
that they have found and
seeking adult advice on
treatment.

« Developing codes of
behaviour for an area e.g. a
playground or reserve.

* Design and implementation
of gardens.

« Layout and organisation of
a classroom.

» Prioritising environmental
projects.

Department of
Conservation
Te Papa Atawhai

‘§V§s REAP

Rural Education Activities Programme

EnV|r05chools West Coast c/ WestREAP 72 Tudor Street, Hokltlka FRAO 27 : = o
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