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A Whole School/ Centre Approach

In Enviroschools, sustainability is integrated into the whole of school or centre life, by
‘walking our talk’ and generating learning opportunities on the collective journey towards
a healthy, peaceful and sustainable environment - kia toitü te ao.

A Whole School/ Cenre Approach covers our key areas (he 4 P’s):

Place Wāhi
Pracces  Tikanga
Programmes  Kaupapa Ako
People & Parcipaon  Tangaa

Within schools there is a strong focus on what students learn through the formal curriculum. This includes gaining
skills, knowledge and compeencies in subjec areas, hrough ormal curriculum work. In an early childhood setng,
children learn hrough guided parcipaon, exploraon and reecon. However, young people also learn hrough
knowledge and experience ha hey gain rom oher aspecs o school/ cenre lie, such as wha he grounds eel
like, how he buildings are buil and wha people do. This is someme reerred o as he hidden curriculum.

A Whole School/ Cenre Approach aims o make visible wha is currenly hidden and enable all aspecs o daily lie
to be threads that strengthen the learning experience. In this approach to sustainability, the physical surroundings,
he people and heir pracces are all an inegral par o he living curriculum. Schools and cenres become he
pracce ground or aking acon, he model or showing a susainable world, and a reecon o he learning being
underaken. The enre school or cenre is a resource or learning and a demonsraon o susainabiliy.

A Whole School/ Cenre Approach implies ha ulmaely susainabiliy will be par o every aspec o Enviroschool
lie and involve every person in he communiy. However, his journey may sar rom small beginnings. The
approach can be applied inially by incorporang he our keys areas ino he planning, design and implemenaon
o a single projec.



PEOPLE and
PARTICIPATION
- TANGATA

Parcipaory and inclusive processes

Decisions are made wih he involvemen o young
people, sa, whānau and communiy members.

The Enviroschool has a Whole School/ Cenre Vision or
susainabiliy. In schools, here is a suden Envirogroup

that represents classes and steers towards the whole
school sustainability goals. Students work with the school
management and the Board of Trustees to develop policies
and plan budges, and hen monior and reec on progress.
In early childhood cenres, he enre sa and managemen
ake par in shaping he direcon o he Enviroschools journey,
inormed by children’s unique perspecves and inpu. In cenres
and schools, whānau and communiy members are invied o
parcipae in major decisions and in creang he vision.

There is a sense of belonging and strong partnerships
with tangata whenua. Schools and centres draw on
he combined wisdom o heir mul-culural
communies and consider equiy and diversiy
when making decisions.

PROGRAMMES
- KAUPAPA AKO

A living curriculum wih susainabiliy
modelled and inegraed ino all learning

and acon

Young people learn as hey co-creae a susainable school/
cenre and communiy. Sudens ake acon on real issues

in heir school and wider environmen. Acons are no carried
ou in isolaon; hey are inegraed wih he learning inside and

outside the classroom.

Sustainability is a core part of the formal curriculum. There is a whole
school curriculum plan, that includes cross-curricular learning for
susainabiliy projecs and inusion o susainabiliy ino all curriculum
areas. Early childhood cenres weave susainabiliy hrough heir
programme, projecs and documenaon, srenghening children’s sense
o belonging and heir relaonships wih people, places and hings.

Learner-cenred approaches are used, and young people gain
compeencies by direcng heir own enquiries. Tamariki provide he
lead for shaping the programme focus. Older students can research,
design and implemen heir own susainable projecs, drawing on role
models and experts in the school and community.

The ‘eacher’ role becomes one o aciliang learning and enquiry.
As in he concep o ako, learners are also eachers. Tamariki
share heir learning; uakana (he older or more experienced)
become menors and leaders or eina (he younger and less
experienced), and or oher groups in he communiy.

Susainable pracces in he
dayoday running o he school/ cenre

School/ cenre policies and sysems suppor
environmentally-friendly and sustainable
pracces, such as green purchasing, wase
minimisaon, waer conservaon and wise use
of energy.

Sustainability is a fundamental part of
new sa recruimen, and all eaching
and suppor sa are aware o
he Enviroschool’s kaupapa and
susainabiliy pracces.

Susainabiliy guides school/
cenre budgeng. Pracces are
monitored and evaluated,
to document progress
being made towards
environmental goals.
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Ecological design and
acon in he naural and
buil environmen

The school/ cenre grounds demonsrae
how ecosystems work, and provide young

people wih opporunies or experiencing
heir inerconnecon wih naure and engaging

wih Papaūānuku, Ranginui and heir children.

The school/ cenre buildings are designed o
work wih naural sysems, enhancing ows o

water, energy, and nutrients, and providing healthy
ecosystems and habitats for all living things.

The buildings and grounds are a learning resource
and a sie or acon, where young people can design
and re-create their places. Students learn how buildings
and landscapes inter-relate to support each other.

The whole school/ cenre environmen reecs
the culture and heritage of its place and people.
This srenghens young people’s ideny
and connecon o he whenua and
their community.

PLACE - WÂHI

PRACTICES
- TIKANGA


