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eÉ=ãáÜá

Mauriora ki te rangi
Mauriora ki te papa

Mauriora ki ngā kaiora
Mauriora ki te tangata

This mihi invokes life, health and
wellbeing to the sky, to the earth, to

our food and to the people.



• Unpacking the Living 
Landscapes Theme Area 

• Sharing some activities within 
the resource

• Sharing some of the inspiring 
ECE stories found on the 
Enviroschools website 

lÄàÉÅíáîÉë=çÑ=íÜáë=mia=wççãW

*A copy of this powerpoint and the zoom recording will be 
available on the Enviroschools website later this week J 



• Key concepts
• Focus questions
• Activities
• Case studies

….and utilises the Action Learning Cycle to 
guide exploration and assessment of the 
environment.

b~ÅÜ=êÉëçìêÅÉ=Åçåí~áåëW





lÄàÉÅíáîÉë=çÑ=íÜÉ=iáîáåÖ=i~åÇëÅ~éÉ=
qÜÉãÉ=^êÉ~

Awareness and Sensitivity: to the different elements that make up the 
Enviroschool landscape and how the landscape 
is used.

Knowledge and Understanding: of productive and natural ecosystems and 
people’s effect on them.

Skills: to assess the health of the landscape and its 
capacity to support our community’s well-
being, and to envisage alternative futures. 

Attitudes and Values: of care and concern for the Enviroschool as a 
place that supports life. 

Participation and Action: in creating an Enviroschool landscape that 
nurtures people and nature, and enables play, 
curiosity, learning and adventure. 



• Start your mahi exploring ‘Living Landscapes’, by first 
reading and discussing the Key Concepts (pg. 10-17). 

• What resonates with you? How might these concepts 
and values be explored deeper within your ECE 
Enviroschool?

`çååÉÅíáåÖ=ïáíÜ=íÜÉ=hÉó=`çåÅÉéíë

• What is already happening? Think 
about what you know about living 
landscapes in your 
ECE Enviroschool.



qÜÉêÉ=~êÉ=ÑáîÉ=hÉó=`çåÅÉéíë=áå=iáîáåÖ=
i~åÇëÅ~éÉë=íç=ÉñéäçêÉW

a) Habitats are places to live; Living Landscapes 
have spaces for all the children of Ranginui and 
Papatūānuku

b) Our ECE Enviroschool is part of an ecosystem
c) Whenua is the land that nourishes life
d) People value and change landscapes in different 

ways
e) Co-creating and caring for Living Landscapes



• The Earth provides habitats for an 
incredible array of microscopic life, 
insects, plants and animals which make 
up our ‘biodiversity’ – the variety of life.

• Once species become extinct, we can 
never get them back.

• In a Living Landscape, all of the children 
of Tāne – plants, birds and invertebrates, 
have places to live.

~F=e~Äáí~íë=~êÉ=éä~ÅÉë=íç=äáîÉX=iáîáåÖ=
i~åÇëÅ~éÉë=Ü~îÉ=ëé~ÅÉë=Ñçê=~ää=íÜÉ=

ÅÜáäÇêÉå=çÑ=o~åÖáåìá=~åÇ=m~é~íü©åìâì

Pg. 10-11



• Understanding Living 
Landscapes means looking 
at our local environment as 
part of a natural ecosystem.

ÄF=lìê=b`b=båîáêçëÅÜççä=áë=é~êí=çÑ=~å=
ÉÅçëóëíÉã

Pg. 12

Balclutha Kindergarten



• In Te Reo Māori, the same word, 
whenua, means the land and also 
the placenta.

• Whenua is a source of abundance, 
which we can share with others.

• The basis for a Living Landscape is 
soil.

• Soil is also the great recycling 
station of nature.

ÅF=tÜÉåì~=áë=íÜÉ=ä~åÇ=íÜ~í=åçìêáëÜÉë=äáÑÉ

Pg. 13-14

Arohanui Early Learning Centre



• People were often 
drawn to a place 
in Aotearoa 
because of the 
resources it 
offered.

• Our choices will 
determine what 
sort of landscape 
we leave behind.

ÇF=mÉçéäÉ=î~äìÉ=~åÇ=ÅÜ~åÖÉ=ä~åÇëÅ~éÉë=
áå=ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí=ï~óë

Pg. 15

Motueka Kindergarten



• By working with nature we 
can co-create and care for 
Living Landscapes.

• An Enviroschool landscape is 
a great place to learn.

• A Living Landscape can 
provide for a diverse range of 
values.

• People will often enjoy a 
landscape more when it 
requires as little work as 
possible to maintain it.

ÉF=`çJÅêÉ~íáåÖ=~åÇ=Å~êáåÖ=Ñçê=iáîáåÖ=
i~åÇëÅ~éÉë

Whakamarama Kindergarten



• Each Enviroschools Theme Area is an enquiry-based learning 
resource for  Enviroschools journey. 

• Based on the Enviroschools Action Learning Cycle (ALC) and 
focus on the first part of the cycle: Identify the Current 
Situation. 

• The key questions from this part of the ALC will help you to 
identify the current situation with your enquiry.

eçï=íç=ìëÉ=íÜáë=qÜÉãÉ=^êÉ~



fÇÉåíáÑó=íÜÉ=`ìêêÉåí=páíì~íáçå

hÉó=nìÉëíáçåëW=

• Where have we come from
and what do we know now?

• What can we observe?
• What can we learn?
• What can we measure?
• What would we change if we
could?

iáîáåÖ=i~åÇëÅ~éÉë=äÉ~êåáåÖ=ÖìáÇÉ



fÇÉåíáÑó=íÜÉ=`ìêêÉåí=páíì~íáçå

Each of the key questions has activities to help you build up a
Pool of Knowledge / Puna Mātauranga that tracks your
collective learning.

Create a Map of your Enviroschool as part of your Pool of
Knowledge to spark site-specific discussions and visually share
the learning gained from the activities.

Pool of knowledge is a visual display that shows the collective 
development of ideas and understandings. It can be used to 
collect thoughts, feelings, responses, facts and figures, photos 
and understandings gained after completing the activities. 

Map is a key element in a Pool of Knowledge, expressing
perceptions of your current situation. It can be used to present
vision for the future. It also generates ideas, helps people to
share and learn from one another and is a great way to spark
discussion about your ECE Enviroschool environment.



NK=tÜÉêÉ=Ü~îÉ=ïÉ=ÅçãÉ=Ñêçã=~åÇ=
ïÜ~í=Çç=ïÉ=âåçï=åçï\

`çåëáÇÉê
• What do you associate with the word land? What impression 

does it give you?
• What experiences have you had with land and landscapes?
• What names and stories do you know for different places in 

your area? What information has already been collected 
about your ECE Enviroschool landscape?

• What do you know about the area?
• What do others think and feel about the area?
• What do you like and not like about it – what are its special 

qualities?



pìÖÖÉëíÉÇ=^Åíáîáíó

j~ééáåÖ=óçìê=ä~åÇëÅ~éÉ=éKPM



OK=tÜ~í=Å~å=ïÉ=çÄëÉêîÉ\

`çåëáÇÉê
• What other life shares this place with you?
• Which of the children of Tāne, Rongo and Haumie 

can you observe?
• What are people, plants and other creatures doing in 

the landscape?
• Do they use the same parts of the landscape?



pìÖÖÉëíÉÇ=^Åíáîáíó

bñéÉêáÉåÅáåÖ=~íì~=áå=çìê=iáîáåÖ=i~åÇëÅ~éÉ=éKQM



PK=tÜ~í Å~å ïÉ äÉ~êå\

hÉó=ÅçåÅÉéí=~F=e~Äáí~íë=~êÉ=éä~ÅÉë=íç=äáîÉW=iáîáåÖ=i~åÇëÅ~éÉë=
Ü~îÉ=ëé~ÅÉë=Ñçê=~ää=ÅÜáäÇêÉå=çÑ=o~åÖáåìá=~åÇ=m~é~íü©åìâì

`çåëáÇÉê
• What are the characteristics of a habitat?
• How do different habitats meet the needs of different 

members of the whānau of Ranginui and Papatūānuku?
• How many different habitats are there in your 

landscape?
• Are there some kinds of life only found in certain habitat 

types in your landscape?
• What about habitat for tāngata (people)? What are our 

needs?
• Where are the best habitats for us? How can we adapt 

to our habitat?



pìÖÖÉëíÉÇ=^Åíáîáíó

páíÉ=ÉäÉãÉåíë=~åÇ=Ü~Äáí~í=òçåÉë=éKRMJRO



PK=tÜ~í=Å~å=ïÉ=äÉ~êå\

hÉó=`çåÅÉéí=ÄF=lìê=båîáêçëÅÜççä=áë=é~êí=çÑ=~å=
ÉÅçëóëíÉã

`çåëáÇÉê
• How is your Enviroschool connected to the local 

ecosystem?
• Which birds and insects spend time here and move on?
• Which plants and animals used to be here before people 

came?
• What still exists of the original ecosystem?
• What has been lost or is under threat now?
• What new elements have been added?



PK=tÜ~í=Å~å=ïÉ=äÉ~êå\

hÉó=ÅçåÅÉéí=ÅF=tÜÉåì~=áë=íÜÉ=ä~åÇ=íÜ~í=åçìêáëÜÉë=äáÑÉ

`çåëáÇÉê
• What is whenua?
• How does the whenua nourish you?
• How does the soil recycle?
• How can you care for your soils?
• What kinds of soils do you have in your landscape?
• What foods, and other useful things are produced in 

your Enviroschool landscape and local community?



pìÖÖÉëíÉÇ=^Åíáîáíó

tÜÉêÉ=ÇçÉë=çìê=â~á=ÅçãÉ=Ñêçã\=éKSN



PK=tÜ~í Å~å ïÉ äÉ~êå\

hÉó `çåÅÉéí ÇF=mÉçéäÉ î~äìÉ ~åÇ=ÅÜ~åÖÉ ä~åÇëÅ~éÉë áå
ÇáÑÑÉêÉåí ï~óë

`çåëáÇÉê
• Who has settled in your local area?
• Why did they consider this place to be special?
• How have they changed the place?
• What did they bring with them?
• How has your ECE Enviroschools landscape 

changed?
• Who made the decisions?



PK=tÜ~í=Å~å=ïÉ=äÉ~êå\

hÉó=ÅçåÅÉéí=ÉF=`çJÅêÉ~íáåÖ=~åÇ=Å~êáåÖ=Ñçê=iáîáåÖ=i~åÇëÅ~éÉë

`çåëáÇÉê
• What features of a Living Landscape do you need to build into a design?
• How can you create designs for your landscape that work well for nature and for 

people?
• How can you create a Living Landscape that is easy to care for?
• How can you create a Living Landscape that you can enjoy learning in?
• What things will you need to consider? 
• Which people?
• What are the natural cycles and processes you can learn from and enhance?
• Where can the children of Tāne, Rongo and Haumie thrive?
• Which unsustainable features of landscapes can you change or avoid?
• What information do you have already that might be useful?
• What other information will you need to collect?
• What are all the ways you could express your design to share it with other people?



pìÖÖÉëíÉÇ=^Åíáîáíó

aÉëáÖå=ëÅÉå~êáçë==éKTOJTP

tÜ~í=áÑÁ\
Your playground was 
made from natural 
materials?
What would it look like?
How could you still climb, 
slide, and jump?



QK=tÜ~í=Å~å=ïÉ=ãÉ~ëìêÉ\

`çåëáÇÉê
• How much of your ECE Enviroschool area is shaded?
• What is the proportion of living and non-living spaces?
• How much of the non-living area is sealed (impermeable) 

versus unsealed (permeable) surfaces?
• Which species of plants and animals are present and how 

abundant are they?
• Which types of soils are present over how much area? How 

much clay, silt and sand is in them?
• Are there other things in your landscape you can measure?
• Which things tell you how healthy and alive your landscape 

is?



pìÖÖÉëíÉÇ=^Åíáîáíó

i~åÇëÅ~éÉ=ëìêîÉó==éKTQ



RK=tÜ~í=ïçìäÇ=ïÉ=ÅÜ~åÖÉ=áÑ=ïÉ=
ÅçìäÇ\

`çåëáÇÉê
• What can you tell about your landscape 

from your Pool of Knowledge/ Puna 
Mātauranga and your Map?

• How could you communicate your findings 
to others?

• How do you feel about your ECE 
Enviroschools Living Landscape?

• What learning activities did you find the 
most useful?



pìÖÖÉëíÉÇ=^Åíáîáíó

aáëíáääáåÖ=íÜÉ=ÉëëÉåÅÉ =éKTU



fåëéáê~íáçå~ä=Éñ~ãéäÉë=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=
båîáêçëÅÜççäë=ïÉÄëáíÉ



`~ãÄêáÇÖÉ=háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå

With a massive wish list of potential outdoor
area changes, the Enviroschools Action
Learning Cycle was utilised to guide and 
capture voices and visions from teachers, 
tamariki and whānau from start to finish. A 
great tool to literally see the growth of ideas
flourish from pondering possibilities to
realising the potential! (Full story in link below).

https://enviroschools.org.nz/creating-change/stories/free-range-cambridge-kindergarten-children-discover-
connections-in-a-place-designed-to-nurture/



máÅíçå=háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå

https://enviroschools.org.nz/creating-change/stories/theres-weta-whanau-in-my-woodshed/

An exploration of te ngahere and how to care for the native
flora through pest control, led to a wonderful
exploration of learning all about wētā after one of
the tamariki recognised from a photo at kindergarten that
she had a wētā whānau in her woodshed!

Read the full story (link below) as tamariki unpacked their
learning and discovered how to make their very own wētā 
habitats.



hfkw=jáëëáçå=eÉáÖÜíë

https://enviroschools.org.nz/creating-change/stories/growing-a-living-learning-landscape-at-kinz-
mission-heights/

Created an Exploration Garden where tamariki can have authentic hands-on experiences.
The inspiration for this mahi was given impetus through engaging in the National
Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) project, with a focus on creating an awareness of their
existing biodiversity and enhancing it. (Full story in link below)

"It's a shared space of māra kai 
for us and our fauna."



e~îÉäçÅâ=kçêíÜ=háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉå
The Enviroschools Action Learning Cycle and Māori Perspectives (now Te Ao Māori) Guiding Principle 
informed the kindergarten’s process (as well as concepts from the book ‘Natural Playscapes’ by Rusty 
Keeler) and planning as they created a revitalised space. (Full story in link below).

https://enviroschools.org.nz/creating-change/stories/enviroschools-kaupapa-transforms-nature-space/



e~îÉäçÅâ kçêíÜ
háåÇÉêÖ~êíÉåDë Dllll_vD

The 'OOOOBY' (Out Of Our Own Backyard area is filled with 
surplus from whānau, the kindergarten garden and the 
community. This variety of produce adds to the success of 
the OOOOBY pātaka. Being small, manageable and at the 
sign-in desk, families see it every day. It is in a lovely basket 
or wrapped, often with personal notes about where it is 
from. Each contribution has a story.  (Full story in link below)

https://enviroschools.org.nz/creating-change/stories/seasonal-rhythms-growing-caring-and-sharing-at-
an-early-childhood-enviroschool/



Massive mihi to East Harbour Kindergarten who caught 
our attention on #enviroschools from a post on 
Enviroschools Te Upoko o Te Ika a Māui FB page.  
Intrigued we couldn’t help but check out their FB posts, to 
which we found this magic! 

@ÉåîáêçëÅÜççäë



Another gold nugget from East Harbour 
Kindergarten  on #enviroschools from a post on 
Enviroschools Te Upoko o Te Ika a Māui FB 
page.  

@ÉåîáêçëÅÜççäë



#Enviroschools is our online puna mātauranga, where we can pool our learning and 
actions to help spread ripples of hope, kaitiakitanga and connection as widely as 

possible.

Share your stories at #Enviroschools and add your drop to our growing pool of 
knowledge!

#



^åó=é©í~á\


